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What’s more sexy, fun, and pleasurable than beer?
In this 50 Shades of Beer infographic, we explore the 
glorious colors of beer - those beautiful golds, 
browns, reds, oranges, and blacks that bring out the 
passion in us all! 

As well as listing the color and taste values of some 
of the best beers and brands, we analyze the color 
of brands from a graphical and marketing perspective 
and provide beer color palettes for designing and 
decorating in a sweet and beery way!

Key to Beer Color Table:

Preferred Glass 
Styles:

Snifter

Beer Color Value
(SRM):

Weizen Pint/TankardFlute/Tulip Pilsner

2 7 15 27 37

75-10050-7525-50
Bitterness Value
(IBU): 1-25

Lightly Bitter Pleasantly Bitter Heavily Bitter Aggresively Bitter(Note: Bitterness values vary due to bottle age and specific brew cycle)

Widmer Brothers
Milk Stout

An easy sip stout that pours pitch black with 
two f ingers of frothy cappuccino head - flavor 
notes of licorice, brazil nut, vanilla, and malted 

milk with a light floral f inish 35-40

40

Brooklyn
Dry Irish Stout

An Irish style stout that pours the deepest brown 
color with gentle malts and caramel flavors - 

generous f izz with a floral hop f inish

45-50

38

Shipyard
Blue Fin Stout

A classic stout that pours a charcoal color with a 
small cappuccino head – sweet cola f izz, black 

toffee, and cocoa nib notes with 
an earthy pine f inish 48-53

38

Stone
Imperial Russian Stout
A Licorice colored stout with strong and intensely 
aromatic notes of anise, blackcurrants, coffee, and 

molasses – wonderfully smooth and drinkable 
Imperial strength ale with a woody f inish

78-83

37

Youngs
Double Chocolate Stout

An English stout that’s the color of the darkest 
chocolate with decadent chocolate pudding and 
roasted malt on the nose with creamy hazelnut 

accents and a bitter cocoa f inish
45-50

36

Rogue
Shakespeare Stout

Pours an opaque black with a big and dense expresso 
head – a piney hop and soft oatmeal mouthfeel with 

slightly sweet and roasty flavors followed by a 
mellow chocolate aftertaste

39-44

34

Deschutes 
Black Butte Porter

A beer that lead the US craft beer revolution - 
molasses brown and creamy beige head pour with an 
aroma of cocoa and raw coffee beans that envelop 

its earthy and dark fruit flavors 
34-39

32

John Henry
3 Lick Spiker Ale

Oak barrel conditioned ale that pours peat-colored 
brown with aromas of bourbon and vanilla – 

surprisingly light with accents of dark chocolate, 
roasted chestnut, and cookie dough

27-32

30

Anchor Bock Beer
US interpretation of a German dunkler bock – 

pours burnt amber with a dense beige head with 
tasting notes of dark ripe fruits, 

red wine, and licorice 
25-30

28

Ellies Brown Ale
Avery

A deep russet brown ale with subtle hops and 
nutty aroma – f izzy pour and taste notes of 

hazelnut, tobacco, and vanilla that f inishes with
a leafy bitterness

32-37

26

Shipyard Brewers
Brown Ale

An English style acorn hued ale with a generous 
f izz – tasting notes of molasses, toffee, lemon 

tart, raisins, and cola with a spicy hop f inish

35-45

25

Old Stock Ale
North Coast Brewing

Strong, complex, and rich pranqster Belgian style ale – 
pours a maroon color with intensely sweet toffee, 
treacle, and bourbon flavors that f inishes with a 

long-lasting malty sweet bitterness
60-65

22

Bigfoot Barleywine Ale
Sierra Nevada

Strong and sweetly bitter ale with a roasted chestnut 
color – initial accents of sticky toffee, toasted nut and 

biscuit with ripe peach, pine needle, bay leaf, and a 
bucket load of fresh hops to follow

80-85

20

Boulevard Irish Ale
US style Irish ale that pours a tawny color with deep 

red hues - pungent hop aroma with notes of 
roasted malt, fruity yeast, smoked meat, and spices 

that f inishes with a clean bitter hop 
33-38

18

Old Chub Scotch Ale
Oskar Blues

A US interpretation of a classic scotch ale that’s 
brewed with generous malts and hops - deep 
roasted chocolate, coffee, oat bran, and scotch 

with a dry smoky f inish 
35-40

16

Erdinger Dunkel
A darkly red and f izzy German dunkelweisen - 

malty roast aroma of toast and raisin with a hint 
of chocolate and mild floral hops

15-20

14

Baltika 4
Dark Lager

An oaken hued dunkel style beer from Russia brewed 
with rye malts – a creamy and bready mouthfeel with 

brown sugar, milk chocolate, cloves, 
and earthy hop flavors

25-30

12

Olde Suffolk Ale
Greene King

A dark honey colored ale brewed from an ancient 
recipe that offers rich caramel flavors with cooked 

fruit and peppery hops – has a velvety texture 
and a smoky f inish

58-63

11

Belhaven
Scottish Ale

Pours a brassy color with a f inger of off-white foam 
– tasting accents of countryside flowers and herbs, 

bready malt, and cooked pears with a smooth 
and clean f inish

55-60

9

Alaskan ESB
US interpretation of the English ale that pours a deep 
rusty color - tasting notes of lightly toasted bread, 

spicy hops, pine, and cinnamon that ends with a 
dry bitter f inish

43-48

8

Fullers ESB
Full-bodied classic English ale that pours a dark 
pinkish orange with a beige head and light hop 

aroma – accents of toffee malt, pear, and 
cherries with a mellow grapefruit f inish

40-45

8

Paulaner
Salvator Doppelbock

Brother Banabas’ German “double bock” from the 
1700’s - pours a hazy pastel orange with subtle 
honey hues that offers flavors of chocolate malt, 

nuts, fruitcake, and black caramel
25-30

7

Framboise Lambic
Lindemans

A Belgium fruit beer from the 1800’s – pours a rose 
color with a f izzy pink head, offering fresh flavors 

of raspberry, candy, and mint leaves, 
with a champagne f inish

8-13

6

Third Shift
Amber Lager

An everyday ale that pours a rich, hazelnut amber 
color with a bright white head – grassy notes and 

light earthy hops that ends with a dry f inish

25-30

6

Stone Ruination IPA
One of the most popular US style IPA’s - loaded 
with bitter pine hops it has a f izzy orange pour 

with notes of toffee malts, honeydew, peach, and 
lingering dill-pickle f inish

60-65

6

Punk IPA
A modern pale gold IPA that offers aromas and 

flavors of sweet caramel, apricot, and grapefruit 
– a slight f izz with a refreshingly light hop f inish

50-55

6

Sierra Nevada
Pale Ale

A US style pale ale that has a large fluffy white head 
and an aroma of nutty straw - tasting accents of 

fresh pine and herbs with a fresh f izz to f inish

38-43

5

Sam Smiths
Old Brewery Pale Ale

One of the original English pale ales - pours clear 
amber with a foamy beige head that envelops 

biscuity malts, caramel notes, and a 
tea-like hop f inish 

35-40

5

Rogue (Farms)
Honey Kolsh

A golden blonde kolsh style ale with a lightly floral 
aroma - taste notes of grass, flowers, biscuit, and 

dollops of honey

18-23

4

Paulaner
Hefe-Weizen

One of the original Geman hefeweizens 
- a hazy orangey gold color with a nice f izz, 

strong banana malt, and faint bitter f inish

30-35

4

Widmer Brothers
Hefeweizen

A golden wheat beer in the style of a German 
hefeweizen, this is wonderfully unf iltered and 

cloudy with taste notes of white bread, 
garden herbs, and citrus

25-30

4

Affligem Tripel
 King of the abbey ales it pours amber gold with a

bright frothy head - insanely complex with taste notes 
of butter, caramel, malt, honey, coriander, 

and citrus peel

25-30

3

Saint Archer Blonde
Brewed in the style of a German Kolsh ale, this is a light, 

fruity, and malty sweet beer with a mild spicy hop 
bitterness - pours beach blonde with a fresh f izz

3

25-30

Duvel

35-40

Strong and complex Belgium beer with a golden 
blonde color and a foamy white head - aromas of 

apricots and leather and tastes notes of 
banana cream pie and lemony hops

3

Pilsner Urquel
The Czech original and arguably the best pils ever
created - copper in color with a malty sweet and

earthy flavor that is beautifully bitter with a dry f inish 
  

3
35-40

Gordon Biersch Marzen

3
28-33

US brewed Bavarian marzen style beer with a  burnt 
copper color - it’s heady malts and caramel aromas 

combine with accents of toast, honey, and fruit,

Spaten Oktoberfest

3
27-32

Arguably the f izziest of all the Oktoberfest marzens 
with a rich toffee color - tasting notes of peanuts, 

roasted honey , raisins, and spicy malt

Hofbrau Oktoberfest
Pours golden caramel with a sweet malt aroma and 
a wondefully f izzy consistency - generously bitter 

with biscuit and nut flavor notes
3

27-32

La Fin Du Monde
Unibroue

Canadian trappist style brew experts provide a hazy 
golden trippel style ale with banana and spice on the nose 

and coriander, lemongrass, and clove on the tongue

3
20-25

Legendary Czech lager from the Pivovar Náchod Brewery
 that pours clear golden with bright white head - offering

aromas of bread and grains and floral grass hop flavors

Primator

25-30

3

Session beer by Hawaii’s Kona Brewery - a pale golden 
beer with subtle and slightly spicy hop aroma 

that complements the beers malt and floral flavors
 

Kona Longboard 
Island Lager

22-27

3

US lager with a straw color that has a crisp, clean 
flavor with gentle and tasty bittering - lemony aroma, 

subtle hops, and a touch of buttery malts

Session
Full Sail

20-25

2

Italian lager with a butterscotch color -  
subtle malts, light hops, and a slightly sweet citrus
 flavor describe this refreshing summertime beer

Birra Moretti

20-25

2

British lager with a crisp and bright golden color -  
has a subtle aroma of fruit with bitter sweetness, 

cereal notes, and a generous hop f inish

Meantime 
London Lager

2
22-27

2
Allagash White

8-13

Traditional Belgian style wheat beer that’s corn-colored 
and naturally cloudy with bottled yeast fermentation - 

offers crisp flavors of banana, orange, and spices

2 German style Berliner beer that pours extra hazy 
pale yellow - has notes of sourdough bread, 

bitter herbs, and cheddar cheese

Bells Oarsman Ale

15-20

Berliner weisse style beer, fermented with peaches 
to give it a tart peach flavor -  golden haze color

with grass, lemon, and crisp apple notes

2
Festina Peche
Dogfish Head

9-14

8-13

Franziskaner Weissbier
(Kristall Klar)

Part of an ancient family of German beers - light 
golden blonde with herbal, orange, and wheaty 
flavors that end with a lemon-pepper f inish

2

2
Hoegarden Witbier

The original Belgium white ale - translucent 
yellow haze with sweetly sour taste and notes of 

coriander and zesty orange peel

10-15

312 Urban Wheat Ale
Goose Island2

12-17

Belgium style wheat beer that’s a hazy straw color
with a light, fruity flavor and creamy texture - 

ends with a crisp, hoppy bite

did you 
count 
50

beers
?

beers
41-50

beers
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beers
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beers
11-20
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What Gives Beer its Color:

The grain used in beer production is fundamental 
to giving beer its color. The most commonly 
used grain is malted (germinating) barley grain 
that infuses straw and brown hues during the 
brewing (mashing) process. 

The geography and type of grain deeply affects 
color and many grains used in brewing are 
experimental mixtures of barley, malt, rye, and 
many other malted grain types.

barley

To substantially change the color and flavor of 
beer and give it dark brown and black hues, 
brewers use grain that has been roasted.

Depending on the type of grain, mix of grain, and 
intensity of roast, many and varied color 
changes can be achieved. These colors range 
from deep browns to pitch blacks.    roasted 

barley 

Fruit, vegetables, coffee, herbs, and other 
non-grain ingredients have been used in beer 
production for centuries. They can intrinsically 
change a beers color. 

Non grain ingredients are often added to 
different stages of the brewing process to 
make bold flavor and color differences.  
Raspberries, for instance, give Framboise 
Lambic its deep pink and red hue.

garden

The way that beer is stored during fermentation 
can greatly affect its color and storing beer in 
wine, whiskey, and bourbon casks is an ancient 
method of adding color and flavor.

Similar to the way whiskeys get their color, 
ales like John Henry 3 Lick Spiker pull hues of 
reds and browns from the aged casks they 
ferment in.

barrel

Beer Color Schemes (Beer Kuler):

As we’ve seen, beer is a myriad of gold, amber, red, chocolate, and other 
earthy hues.  Using our list of 50 beer colors, we’ve put together the 
following schemes to help you decorate and design.

Bitter Burgundy

Stout Blackout

Autumn Sparge

Mojave Mash

Honey Hefe

Tart Terra Cotta

Malted Clay

Khaki Wort

Barley Bake

Amber Sampler
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The Most Dominant Beer Brand Colors

Green for beers natural freshness 
and vitality

Gold/Brown for the comfort 
and security of beer 

Red for beer emergency 
(I really need a beer)

Blue for the crisp freshness 
and masculine authority of beer 

Black for the decadent luxury of beer Yellow for the sunshine and joy of beer 

6 Examples of Color Use in Beer Brands

Taking the color data from all 50 labels and logos (plus a few more popular 
brands) we’ve charted all the dominant colors used to promote beer. 


